
*araa*iaient. He remarked that silence, such u should
oa« moment's time for reflection, would be, he was

¦kv, the most «ffective speech in favor of the bill, and
U «u the onlj one he proposed to make. He asked that

bill be now put upon its passage.
ft was read, and proposes to pav, under the direction
tht President of the Urv4'' lates, to each officer,

tBjw-commiseioned officer, musiciau, and private, who,
era th« 21st of Deoember, embarked at New York under
oniim for California on board the steamship Sin Fran-
oiwo, and who were on board that vessel during her re¬

cant disaster, a sum equal in amount to his pay and al-
iawaaces for four months. If any such officer, non-com-
nitsstoned officer, musician, or private shall hive died
before receiving this payment, from any cause conse-

fust upon said disaster, then his widow, or, if no wi-
then the minor children, if any, shall be allowed an

amount equal to six months' pay and allowances.
The bill was then read the third time ac 1 passed.
Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on Territo-

abit, to which was referred House joint resolution auiho-
cizio£ the accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust
dw expenses ol' a board of commissioners appointed by

l'erritorial Assembly of Oregen to prepare a co le of
l®wn; also, to adjust the expenses of collating and print¬
ing- -certain laws and archives of the Territory of Oregon,
rwportcd the same back without amendment: when it was
rea<4 the third time and passed.

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Commerce, re¬

ported a bill to constitute Quiucy, in the State of Illiuois,
a port of delivery; which was read twice.

Mr. RICHARDSON made a few remarks iu explanation
this bill, and asked that it might now be acted on.
Considerable debate ensued, when the bill was real the

third time and passed.
MILITARY ACADEMY BILL.

Tiat -morning hour having expired, the House proceed-
<«ri to consider the bill making appropriations for the sup-
pun ni the Military Academy for the year ending June

185-3, yesterday reported from the Committee of the
Whoie.

Mr. SMITH, of New York, opposed the bill. He mid
chat he believed in the progress of the human'race, and
sliced at the idea of ever-growing civilization. Therefore
aft was that his heart was always afflicted when he saw any
axacifcecation of the war spirit, for he believed the spirit
afwarto be the spirit of barbarism. Notwithstanding
efts popular ideas to the contrary, in his opinion there

no so mighty a hindrance to the progress of civilization
war, and, regarding this bill as connected with the

dgMril of war, he would use all honorable means to defeat
5*. lie thought it ineffably strange and sad that in any
Xhadon, professing, as this did, the principles of peace, the
WBir spirit should be so rabid. It was a gross inconsis-
rsatey chat in such a nation there should be any manifes-
iasims of war. ".My voice is still for war," were the
ww'is attributed to a celebrated Roman. As that Roman
was a Pagan, and lived more than two thousand years ago,
at ws* not stnmge that he was the advocate ot' war ; but
du.t we, who had had two thousand years more of retro¬

spect of the errors of war, instead of having a christian
swat* of right and wrong, should be the advocates of war,
.mu> isUeed passing strange.
The bill was then read the third time and passed.

INVALID AND OTHER PENSIONS.
The bill making appropriations for the payment of in¬

valid and other pensions of the United State for the year
cutdi&g the oOth June, 1855, was next taken up, read the
tidrd time, and passed.

DEFICIENCY BILL.NEW YORK POLITICS.
On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the House went into Com¬

mitxce of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Our,
a£ South. Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the con¬

sideration of the bill to supply deficiencies in the service
.rf the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854.

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, then resumed the remarks
'jut wcimenccd yesterday, and occupied the remainder of
Hi*, hour in reply to the speech of Mr. Cutting.

Mr. PLllKlNS, of Louisiana, obtained the door, when
t&e Committee rose.

Mr. JONLS, of Tennessee, offered a resolution to close
jui debate iu Committee of the Whole on the deficiency
&*2 la one hour after its consideration shall have again

resumed.
Pending which the House adjourned.

Thursday, January 19, 1854.

IN SENATE.
Mr. PETTIT desired to olfer a resolution, (one of in-

juirj merely,) and he did so in consequence of having
i»»oa .received a letter from an old and much esteemed
xHeaul on tiic subject of extending the construction of the
jtextiioa laws so as to provide for the widows of those
wins served in the war of 1812. The reasons given by the
writer were certainly pretty strong ones, and lie woul l j
.stat* them for the benefit of the Senate. '

EXrstly. Tlut if a woman was worthy to be the wife of
m brave man who was ready to sacrifice his life in the
aaois<r of his country, she would be just the very kind of
ttaxzxui most likely to marry a second time.

S«c«uily, and perhaps not less strong, that the wants
of * widow who had buried two husbands were quite as

jjrrau as those of a woman who had only buried one.

.Xow, as he could not give any stronger reasons, and
L&e resolution was one simply of inquiry, he would ask
ihjtf. it might be adopted.
The resolution was read &3 follows, and agreed to:

That the Committee on Pensions inquire whether
iky. Ij.ws need any amendment to give full effect to the design
«f Cvagrea in granting pensions to the widows and soldiers
V ike tear of 1312.

TllE SONORA EXPEDITION.
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I ask the unanimous con¬

sult of the Senate to offer a resolution personal iu itd
Mixing upon the State which I in part represent here.- I
JDeure it to be considered now, and 1 wish to give the rea-
fini why it should be adopted. I will detain the Senate
{jut a very few moments. I think that when honorable
5WB*£ors hear the resolution read they will see the reason
way I should be granted the courtesy:

That the President of the United States be re-
qrcumad to iommanica''te to the Senate the number of ships-
ti m*r on tho coast of California, Oregon, and Washington,
\rctei.k r in active service or lying in port unemployed: also,

awjibrr <m the whole Pacific coast of North and South
Acs erica, sn<l their cruising grounds; also, whether, in his
quttion, the naval force of tho United States on the Pacific
jnaun in the y.-ar 13W was sufficient to prevent tho departure

us to Snreign territory of any unlawful expedition that
be hastily formed from the adventurous persons usually

¦» be found at all points of great commercial activity and en-

3trpri«e, whether in the United States or Europe: also, the
Climber of ships-of-war on the Atlantic coast and other cruis-
jo.?, grounds, whether in active service or lying in port un-

jnrjjloycd; also, the number of. troops in California, Oregon,
-jaw Washington.

Wr. Gwin said that he was induced to offer the above
resolution from having read the Proclamation of the l're-

icut of the United States (printed in another column)
.nacerning the late expedition fitted out at California to
ijmde the friendly territory of Mexico.

This proclamation (said Mr. Gwih) was issued against
»rv.ns who are said to be citizens of the State of Cali-

I wish to bring to the notice of the Seuate and
dm country a fact which I think it is proper should go
oxitto the country with that proclamation, and it is this:
rJatL at the time this expedition is said to have been got-
r!tea ap in the State of California, the United States had
a*k force there to prevent the sailing of such expeditions.
L *ifh to bring to the notice of the Senate and the coun-
try that at the very time the first expedition went from
^UtCfornla a single steamship-»f-war, with a single gua,tnulA have prevented it. And, sir, is there no allowance

be made for the state of the country which was its des¬
tination.Lower California and Sonora .' Sir, here was
ma expedition of forty-five men that passed out without
xoctruction from the Golden Gate, less thin a mile wide,
vD'i which any one gun can command as against a ship
without cannon: and they went to a country as large as
aaif a dozen States of this Confederacy, took possession
W it. and issued a proclamation proclaiming a republic.

If the President of the United States intends to pre-
wrat *cob expeditions there or elsewhere, he should have
. tareeol the United Statei to prevent their departure.
1-tdiae time that this vessel left the harbor of San Fran-
-aijfco there were but two ships-of-war in active service
m (fee whole Pacific coast of South and Nortl) America.
me At the Sandwich Island*, having been ordered there
Oar the purpose of preventing the consummation of one
af flx expeditions referred to in the proclamation; the
atkrr, as we all supposed, was cruising at the mouth of
Ae G ulf of California, but subsequent information informs
sa tiat it had been ordered to the coast of Peru to look
-vrfter some difficulties which our Government has had
ytitk that Republic.

S*w, on a coast of over five thousand miles we had
jmA two s>hips-of-war to protect our commerce and main¬
tain our neutrality obligations. Is it not a farce to eay
UttO. nncha force can accomplish these objects?

There was also a second expedition reported to have
¦sut&i from San Francisco in a vessel, with two hundred
-Mtd fifty men on board, which was towed out of the har-
6mtr by a steamship without the slightest obstacle on the
ipttt of the Government of the United States. And why !
Secsuar it had do force there. When we ask for a steam-

«*iy in the revenue service to prevent smuggling on that
ouajBt, we are told that it costs too much; and when I
alt. t*hat appropriations shall be made to put that coast in
« state of defence, I am almost scouted at, because it costs
m much money. This miserable system of economy has
Left us without Government power either to defend us

from an enemy or prevent the sailing of unlawful expe-
from our ports.

Ifere now we are proclaimed to the world a? goinjr to

mni disturbing the peace of other nations, by expeditions

aP.»th« c«t. »h«? *.«p.

". rt«S" x«»"4 ttor. U <». °< """« >» -"iMi-

. i lir.ort but it must be known that in a new

country Hk« California, where there are so many adven^country u*
the COQatrie« adjoining ui areSSLlS to us imply for the going and taking them, the

power of the Unfted States mu»l be vigilantly and pro-£*y executed if such expedition are not to be car-

ri<Vr°Upreeident, it must be known to the people of this*

th it wiieu there are some of the richest mineral
tic SUU of California

w:th a population utterly unable to defend them against
¦ v\ Indian tribes in their neighborhood, expeditions ot
tills kind will proceed from California, uu.ess the force of
the United Spates there is sufficient to prevent them
Wherever our people go they carry wealth, power, and
uroiperlty with them and never forget the principles of
Hbertt they have inherited from our forefathers; and a -hoS such expeditions should not be encouraged or al-^ if tlmv succeed the present inhabitants wi.l be
uiore 'powerful ami prosperous through the change of 1°.vernmenrthan they ever now or can expect to he without
a wEfb the condition of our army on the Pacific coasl;? jIt m not anl never has been efficient, from local causeythat we have failed to remedy by legislation, alt*^urged to do so. These expeditious can g^y Und to . o-uofa, and, in my opiu^ ha^e gone 'or w,,U go anJ |

we have no force |^n^uwleM'fo!' the Chief Magistrate of these United
State- to attempt, bv proclamation, to stop any such ex-Mates to attempt,u y

principle of territorial expau-pediuon. As lo g
couatrie3 lay on our borderaion is recoguib ,

t, .nora ftnj Sandwich Islands,as. Lower Laniorn.a. -

the Government of the Unitedjustfor the
you will findStates °N)0*eB ylu-A state* engaged in such enterprises;X1« withoutefh

fSeampshlp-of-w r .aft.P.-
ciSe «tot: H.«ause it i. »M» be too
n«ut of sixteen Hunted Btta.

'h!rii'»0.hPe0"uy.r"h«0u«.e.s the power of the Gov

at I^ii^CTy^iuucb'surpri^e^at the isnling of this PTjC^ssissssiihas been negotiated lately by which a1Mexico is to come into our po.se.sion. Unitedtha- the public sentiment ot the people of the LQitet
States as reflected by the Executive, desires possession
of the'territory negotiated for,' whether in the way of pur- j^I hope that treaty embraces all of tnc territory on our

border which Mexico is not able to
"ursions and Indian depredations, and that w<- will liave
» "obtain or desert boundary between the two Govern¬
ments that can be defended by eacn. If u does not em
too, such »n extent of country, I ..to 1 fwor"«h a mo¬
dification of it as will accomplish this desirable ob.ect.

\fr TTTTIT I do not know that I have any objectionto'the proposition which has been offered by the Senator
from California : nor am I disposed to cast any "flections
uDon his constituents, whom he defends so ablj. Cut
must be allowed to say that I thiuk it is the
fence that I ever heard given of any man s constituents.
He, in effect, says that if you will surround tosconrtitu |ents with bolts and bars, with war steamers, with soldiers
with arms in their hands, they will cease dealingam ma-

raudinz; that they will be honest, forsooth, if you will
compel them to be honest. Who would not be honest
under such circumstances'; Why, sir, be ®*ysJJ"®'"invitinz fields of gold, nch mineral wealth, and broad
acres that are desirable to the eye there. Where are
«uch not to be found '.' And he says that his constituents,
intelligent, and worthy, and peaceable as they are or as
he would make U3 believe they are, cannot restrain their
own greedy, grasping appetites to appropriate that whichwthfir neighbors unless you surround them with
a wall. They are constituents that no man ought to be
proud of. however proud he may be.

Sir I recretted to hear, and I am sorry to have it al-
leased on t to floor of the Senate of the United State, that 1
any portion of our fellow-citiiens, in order to keep them
within the bounds of duty as individuals and citizens of
this Republic towards all other countries and all other
men, must be constrained by force in a body-1 know
that ill all communities there are law-breakers, tlios
who will not abide the law. those who must be restrain¬
ed : but 1 did not suppose that it pertained.to who ebo-
dirti^f men whole communities, and who.e localities.
Whv sir it is in effect saying, in neighborhood transac-ffi-for nations are but individuals a a situa ion. of
neighborhood towards each other, and should act^n like
manner-thatthe rights of neighborhood cannot be mam-
tvned The peaceable ciuien, who is a mcmbe. of a local
society and observes his own rights and those of his
neizhbors : who neither suffers his own to be trampled
upon nor wantonly tramples upon tho^e of his neighbor,
who neither allows his own property to be appropriated
lawles«ly for the benefit of another, nor wantonly, with
rapine lays his hands upon the property of others, will
conduct himself in like manner as a member of society

^Si^thrLnaforhas^neither more nor less than
that t'he-e men, his constituents, whom ne calls such, if
their neighbors' houses lay open, and treasures of gold
and valuable commodities were tobefoundinthem.a
thpre was not a watch-dog or sentinel at the door, wounfoSt»Ulb all law. and all right, and wantonly pus.
sess themselves of their neighbors' goods.

Sir. 1 am sorry to hear it said that any portion of our

people, in great masses at any rate, are so
did not believe, I could not believe it was so 1 arti sorrj
to hear any Senator upon the floor of the Senate
United States announce that his constituents nre

posed that nothing but bars and bolts, not laws, not sta
tutes, not moral strength or moral suasion, nor any regftra
to duty public or private, will restraiu them from this
rapacity : but the force and power of the Government must

b°Sirfit^may ^possible, and I cordially agree with that jSenator in saying that I do not think there is a sufficient
force upon the Pacific coast. It ought to be there but
for other and different purposes. The Golden Gate shoul
be fortified and defended ; there should be more men-of-
war steamers belonging to the military marine upon that
coast or in that ocean. But I protest that it ought not to
be there for the purpose of preventing the citizens from
stealing and robfa* It should not be necessary to have
such a force thero to prevent these things, but th« mor\,
force and intelligence which should govern all P?«JiOMOfthe constituents of all of us should be sufficient for that
purpose. Your guns should be there to guard and pro¬
tect the integrity and security of your own t«rntorJ-Mr. 6WIS.< Mr. President, the Senator from Indiana
state" that I got up hero to defend my constituents forcommitting acts of lawless robbery, because the Dwarf
States did not put bolts aud bars around them to prevent
thetn fr^TTiT8 j,^ genat0r will nll^w me, I will cor¬
rect him. 1 did not say that he had got up to defend
them, but that he had got up undertaking to defend bis
constituents, not for that act, but admittingy;
were of that class who would rob and steal if not prohi-j bited or prevented by bolts and bard. I

Mr. GWIN. That is not true. I made no such state- |
mcnt, and no such legitimate inference can be drawn from
what I did state. I said that the President had issued a

proclamation against certaiu expeditions which had pass¬
ed from California for the purpose of invading a foreign
territory : and I gave as a reason why these expeditions
had passed from our territory that the Government of the
United States had failed to put such a force there as
would prevent their sailing. He says this is defending
stealing, and that I am in favor of having bolts and bars
put around my constituents. Why, sir, what do bis con-
stituents have" at home to prevent lawless acts, perhaps as
frequent there as in any-State in the Union ?

Mr. PETTIT. Their Senators do not talk about it on
the floor here.

Mr. GWIN*. The Senator shall not interrupt me.
The PRESIDENT. Order!
Mr. GWIN. There are jails and penitentiaries for cul-

prits in Indiana. The State authorities protect the citi¬
zens against acts of depredation. But who but the Gov¬
ernment of the United States has control of the foreign
police of the country? How is the President to enforce
his proclamation uuless by usine the arm of the United
States ?

Sir, I was not defending these expeditions, but I wa<
saying that the President of the United States could not
have prevented them with the effective force of the Uni¬
ted States on that cast. 1 do not charge this President
with neglect, nor him who preceded him ; but I said, if
the Government of the United States had but a sufficient
force there, and bad used it efficiently, such expeditionsconld not hsive sailed from our ports. Is this defending
them ? I do not say that there are not lawless men in
California; but not more than in other aections of the
country who caanot conform to that important precept of

the Holy Book, " lead us not into temptation." Why, Mr.
President, I have a distinct recollection, when the'drum
and the fife summoned volunteers to go to Texas from the
various portions of the Atlantic coast, that the Gov¬
ernment was censured for not preventing such move¬
ments ; nor am I defending them. No, sir. But I say,
when the President issues such a proclamation, it is the
duty of this Government to provide means for its en¬

forcement, and to have that kind of force on the spot
which is necessary to prevent the organization of such
expeditions. That is the ground which I take. With
whit justice and truth can any Senator charge me with
defending auy lawless acta? My constituents pay taxes
to keep up an army and navy, and we are entitled to the
benefit oi them, either for protection against a foreign
enemy or to enforce our neutrality laW3, if that be neces¬

sary. As to surrounding the country with bolts and bars,
or an army or navy, I ask for no such thing There is
at present but one point on the Pacific coast where such
an expedition could be fitted out.the harbor of San
irancisco.and that, as I stated before, a single steurn-
ship with one gun could etfectually arrest. I am not
interfering at all in regard to these expeditious, nor de-
tendiog them, but 1 say that such a proclamation, back¬
ed by no force, will have uo other effect but to irritate
the people of that State.

I wish to call the attention of the Senate and the
country to the fact that there is not a gun mounted on
the Pacific coast, that there was not a ship of war when
these expeditions sailed within thousands of miles of our
coast. 1 wish to get this information before the Ameri¬
can people to show the necessity of having some means
of defence there against foreigu enemies us well as law¬
less expeditions.

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I agree with the hon¬
orable Senator from California that there ought to have
been a force on the Pacific coast sufficient to enable the
officers of the United States to prevent the setting out of
this lawless expedition, the successful prosecution of
which from one of the ports of the United States is cal¬
culated to inflict a deep reproach upon our national cha¬
racter. But I must be permitted to say that I think the
honorable Senator from California is mistaken in attribu¬
ting blame on account of the omission to have such a

force there either to the present or late Administration.
That Senator and myself well know that the system of
cutting down the estimates, which obtained during the
lust Congress and the Congress before, left both the late
and the present Administration without the pecuniary
means of maintaining such a force there as should make
the Government at all times prepared to execute its laws
and vindicate the character of the country ngaiust these
lawless depredators upon peaceable States adjoining to us.

Now, sir, it is possible, nay, it is probable, that it
might have been in the power of the present Secretary
of the Navy, or of the late Secretary, or of his imme¬
diate predecessor in office, to have placed sufficient force
on the Pacific coast; and my friend from California knows
thnt, in order to do that with the existing means of the
Government and the amount of naval force at his com¬
mand, he would have been necessarily obliged to weaken
the naval power which the interests of the country re¬

quire should be maintained in other parts of the world.
I think, therefore, that, so far as iny blame can be laid to
the Government on this subject, we of the two Houses of
Congress must assume to foot the bill.
The Administration present and the Administration

past, so far as I see, are both blameless upon that
subject. They have stated to us in their estimates what
the necessities of the country require. They have asked
that the necessary amount should be voted. Congress
has refused. There are no means by which a President
of the United States can raise money but through the in¬
strumentality of an act of Congress. He cannot levy
" ship-money," as the Kings of England did. lie cannot
make involuntary contributions under the denomination
of " benevolences." He can only apply what you place
at his disposal to maintain the honor and enforce the laws
of the Uuited States. I feel persuaded, strongly per¬
suaded, that if the Senator from California and ^nyself,
who always resisted in the Committee on Naval Atfairs
and on this floor this system of capriciously and arbitra-,
rily striking down the appropriations, could have been
successful in our views, this late transaction would not
have happened.which we all deplore, and which will be
considered abroad as a reproach upon our national char¬
acter, as if we were disposed to look with toleration, if
not with favor, upon such lawless adventurers upon the
dominions of peaceful Powers in our neighborhood.

I thought it right to say thus much, because I think that
while we are speaking in just terms of indignation of such
a proceeding, it is right not to inflict blame where the
blame does not properly lie.
The discussion was further continued by Messrs.

BRODHEAp, SHIELDS, MASON, DAWSON, GWIN,
and BADGER, when the resolution was laid over for the
present.

Mr. FITZPATRICK, in pursuance of notice, introduced
a bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United
States to a certain reservation therein mentioned, and to
confirm the title of Charles G. Gunter thereto ; which was
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President. I will not protractthta
debate, for what has been said by my honorable friend
from Indiana, (Mr. Pettit,) jind my distinguished friend
from North Carolina, (Mr. Badger,) makes it unnecessa¬

ry for me to say a word. Sir, I regretted to see the Sen¬
ator from California rise in his place and charge the Pre¬
sident of the United State3 with a neglect of duty.for it
amounts to that.in that he had not furnished sufficient
force to prevent these depredations.

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, the Senator from Illinois
is surely mistaken. I have not said any thing of the sort.

Mr. SHIELDS. What the honorable Senator said surely
amounts to that.

Mr. GWIN. It certainly does not; and I did not intend
any such thing.

Mr. SHIELDS. He charges the Government of the
United States, as I understand, with blame and censure
for not having a naval force on the Pacific coast to pre¬
vent these unlawful expeditions; and yet he is the chair¬
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, whose especial
duty it is to furnish that force; and ho has neglected or

has been unable to furnish a sufficient force to the Presi¬
dent to prevent these unlawful expeditions. So, sir, with
regard to the military force on that coast, that is also in¬
sufficient ; but we cannot blame the President because lie
has not furnished a force which does not exist. Our navy
is insufficient to protect our coast, and our army is also
insufficient.
The Senator from California, if I understand him, also

blames the President for issuing this proclamation. Sir,
I think the President would not be worthy of the position
that he holds if he did not issue such a proclamation. He
must, so far as he can do it. as the Executive head of this
nation, absolve the nation from the disgrace of these law¬
less, unprincipled, vagabond expeditions. The honorable
Senator seems to justify this pitiful expedition of forty-
five men, as 1 understand him

Mr. GWIN. I do not wish the Senator to misunder¬
stand me at all. I did not begin or pretend to justify it,
and I have not done so from the first; but I stated that
it went out because there was no force to arrest it.

Mr. SHIELDS. I am glad to find that the Senator
does not justify it. I am glad to find that there is not
one Senator on this floor who will justify such an expe¬
dition. Before the Senator charges the President of the
United .States with neglect cf duty,, or reproachcs him,
he should rise in his place and tell us where the Presi¬
dent was to find the vessels to go there to protect that
coast.

Sir, I hare more than contempt for such expeditions
as this Walker expedition upon that poor, helpless, de¬
fenceless, and unsuspecting population. My opinion is,
that the men who could go there, who could go down
upon the poor defenceless inhabitants of the l'routier of
Mexico and surprise them, as it were, would do what
they have done when they meet with resistance.fly back
to their vessels again.
^

I repeat what was said by the honorable Senator from
North Carolina, that such expeditions are bringing re¬

proach upon the country: and the President would share
in that reproach if he did not pursue some course to ar-
rest it.

Mr. 0>> IN. Mr. President, tuo Senator from Illinois
might hove withheld his reproaches upon these men, who
are now in their graves. The last intelligence informs
us that they have all been put to death. It was uncall¬
ed for to reproach men who have suffered for the crimes
which he alleges they have committed. Sir, it is one of
the charges which I bring against the efficiency of this
Government that it has not been able to stop such expe¬
ditions and prevent such catastrophes.

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator tell us
wherein the dereliction of the Government consists ?

Mr. GWIN. If the gentleman had listened to the reso¬
lution he would have seeu that it asked the President of
the United States to inform us where the naval forces of
the country arc. I can tell him where some of our ships-
of-war are.

I do not pretend to say that the expedition to Japan
has not had beneficent, useful, and important purposes
to accomplish. I do not pretend to say that the naval
force in that expedition is not properly und usefully em-

ployed; but, sir, if the President oS the United States
cannot maintain our neutrality, and keep so large a

squadron in that service, the question presents itself
whether it would not be better to order one of the steam-
ships-of war accompanying and composing part of that
squadron to the coast of < 'alifornia. Sir, I was in favor
of the Japan expedition; hut I simply wish to know
whether it is not the duty cf the Chief Magistrate of this
nation to place the naval force of the United States.in-
efficient as I acknowledge it to be.so as to see that the
laws are faithfully executed, an 1 that our comm&ce and
our honor, as a nation, are not infringed upon; and if he
has done so, I do not and have no cause to complain.Again, sir, we have a surveying expediti6ta to Behring'8
Straits, in wiich fire vMaela-of-WAr arc employed. I was

in faror of that expedition, and it wu upon my motion
that it was organiied ; but ia it of more importance to
survey unknown seas or to ao place our naral force as to
do away with the necessity of suoh proclamations 1 My
inquiry is whether the Nary of the United States is pro-
perly distributed to protect our neutrality, our commerce,
and national honor ? That is the inquiry which 1 propose
by this resolution, and if it is, then it will be more impe¬
ratively our duty to increase the nary, and thus enable
the Executive to execute his whole duty to the people of
the Inited States as well as to foreign nations.

I have attached no blame to the President. I have
simply stated a fact, which should be recorded in the his¬
tory of this country, that, inefficient as our navy is we
have great and grand expeditions in remote portions of
the globe, away from our territory, within which such
expeditions as are referred to in the proclamation are
being Sued out, and there is not a ship of war to prevent
their sailing. lue object of my resolution is to get in¬
formation as to where the navy, inefficient as it is, was
distributed when these expeditions sailed from California .

and I wish to know what power the President has at his
command to execute with effect the proclamation which
he has issuedHe threatens punishment against the
persons engaged in such expeditions. What power has
he to bring those thus engaged before the courts.for vou
cannot punish except where the crime is committed.and
want forces, military or naval, is there on the Pacific to
execute that proclamation ? For what practical purposes
is the proclamation issued when there is no power within
the control of the Executive on that coast to have it
respected V

It is well known to the Senator from Illinois and to
every member of this body, that ever since 1 have been
at the head of the Committee on Naval Affairs I have been
lor increasing the navy. It is known that I have, in mv
place, ume and again, brought forward and urged upon
the Senate the necessity of appropriating the amount
asked lor in the estimates of the Navy Department. Here
in my place, as the organ of the Committee on Naval
Affairs, I asked last session for the building of five or
six additional steamships-of-war; and during this ses¬

sion, by the unanimous approval of the committee, brought
forward a report endorsing the recommendation of the
Secretary of the Navy to add six additional ships-of-war
to our navy. I have at all times and on all occasions ad¬
vocated the increase of the navy; and why should the
Senator refer to me, as chairman of the Naval Committee,
when lie says Congress is to blainc for our inefficient navy,
when he knows the fault does not lie with me, but with
the other House ol Congress ? I ceusure no one, nor any
branch of the Government, but state a fact which cannot
be controverted, that so long as that coast of one thou¬
sand six hundred miles in extent is filled up with an ad¬
venturous people, who have the privilege of gathering
the rich fruits which lie alongside them, you cannot keep
down these expeditions without an efficient naval force.
And I say, further, that when the President issues a pro¬
clamation of this nature he should ask Congress for
power to enable him to see that proclamation executed,
it »s our duty to prevent such terrible catastrophes as
took place at Havana, where fifty American citizens were
shot down like dogs, and, as has recently occurred in
Mexico, where, according to the last information we
have received, these forty-five individuals who invaded
Lower California were put to death.

1 know perfectly well that these expeditions are calcu¬
lated to cast a stain upon the country; and the Executive
will, when called upon, do me the justice to state that
ever since I have been here I have been urging him to
exercise the whole of his power in supplying the defi¬
ciency of the navy on the Pacific coast, by chartering
vessels to prevent the sailing of ouch expedition*, and
protect those engaged in them from being put to death on

a foreign soil without trial. The people of California are
no more in favor of lawless expeditions than citizens of
other States with the same temptation.
Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, it seems to me that

we have already all the information which is called for
by this resolution. The honorable Senator from Califor¬
nia informs us that he desires to know how our naval
force and ships-of-war have been employed ? Why, the
Secretary of the Navy has informed us in the report which
was communicated to us by the President of the United
States at the opening of the session. I have no objec¬
tion, sir, that tae Senator from California shall make the
statement which he has given to the Senate. It may all
be right. It may be necessary that he should call to it
the attention of the Senate; but it is quite unnecessary
for ,U3 to pass this resolution; for we shall receive no fur¬
ther information from the President of the United States
when he answers the call than we possess already.
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, it is very certain that

the honor of the country, as well as its safety, is deeply
nterested in preventing these marauding expeditions from
eaving our shores with a view to commit depredations
upon toreign Powers; but I am not prepared to say, at

present at least, that this Government is to change its
policy in the use of the military force which is placed at
ts disposal, either by sea or land,' for the purpose of pre¬
senting our people from violating the laws. I had not
the pleasure of hearing all that fell from the Senator from
Calitorniu, but I think I heard enough from him to un-.
derstand his position to be this: that our navy is to be
increased for the purpose of requiring the laws to be exe¬
cuted against our own citizons.

Mr. G\YIN. The Senator will permit me to state that
what I said was this: if there had been a single ship-of-
war in the harbor of San Francisco when these expedi¬
tions were fitted out it would have been impossible for
them to have sailed: and the Government of the United
States should execute the neutrality laws, by preventing
the fitting out of such expeditions within our own har¬
bors, and within a marine league of the coast of the Uni¬
ted States. I did not pretend to say that the navy of the
United States could be used out upon the sea in pursuing
expeditions got up in the United States.

Mr. MASON. I did not ascribe any such statement to
the honorable Senator at all; but I understood the drift
of his remarks to be that we ought to increase the navy
for some purpose, and, among other reasons, because i't
is shown that a navy is required to prevent the citizens
of the country from violating the laws of the country.
Now, sir, I deny that absolutely and positively. I am

no enemy to an increase of the navy, provided the navy
is increased for the legitimate purposes of the navy. I
understand the legitimate purposes of our navy, in time
ot peace, to be simply to protect our commerce ; and I
ogree in the policy of the late Administration and of the
present Administration, that when they can safely and
prudently employ a portion of the navy in the navigation
of foreign seas and the exploration of foreign waters for
the purpose of increasing our commerce, it is a legitimate
use of it; because nothing gives a greater stimulant to
the products ot the country than the means of commer¬
cial exchange abroad.
Now, I understood the Senator from California further

to say, or at least I gathered from what fell from him
after I came into the Senate chamber, that he thought it
was not the part ol the Executive to have issued this
proclamation until he first provided there a competent
force. f

Mr. GAVIN. No, sir ; I stated the fact that the cause
of this proclamation originated from the want of a proper
naval and military force to see that the laws of the United
States were executed; and I with the Senator to under¬
stand that I am entirely in favor of using the navy in
the way he mentioned to promote our commerce.

Mr. MASON. I have no doubt the Senator from Cali¬
fornia has well said that, from the adventurous charac¬
ter of the population who have gone to our Pacific bor¬
der, these expeditions are more likely to be fitted out
from that quarter than from any part of the Atlantic
coast: but 1 understood him to say, further, and doubt¬
less to say correctly, that there was no point upon that
extended seacoast where such an expedition could have
been fitted out but at San Francisco.

Mr. GWIN. My reason for that remark was this: San
Francisco is a city of large population. In other por¬
tions.in the sparsely-settled parts of the country.an ex¬

pedition of this sort could not have been gotten up with¬
out such notoriety as would have defeated its object.

Mr. MASON. I understood it so: and it is certainly
no reflection on the people of the city of San Francisco
to say that, because from the number of the population
and the facilities given there, it is the only point where
such an expedition could have embarked.

Now, sir, I have understood the policy of this country
to be to rely upon the people of the country to protect
each other by seeing to the due execution of the laws.
Our federal Government has no police distributed through¬
out the country for the purpose of seeing that the laws
are executed; and 1 will say to the Senator and to the
Senate, that when the day comes that we must have an
armed police, by land or water, to see to the execution of
the laws of the United States, the days of the liberties of
the country are numbered. 1 protest against any such
policy being avowed in the Senate or adopted by the
countrv.

'

Sir, I read the proclamation of the President this morn¬
ing, and he has done only what his predecessors have
done, from the days of Gen. Washington down, whenever
thej have had reason to believe that there were existing
lawless combinations for the purpose of violating the
laws, or that any such would be formed. In such a case
it is the duty of the President to issue a proclamation,
advising his countrymen of the consequences of such vio¬
lation of the laws. And why is it issued? It is Usued
for the very purpose of giving notice to the people of the
country that such combinations are likely to arise, in
order that the^peopla may put them down.
Who ever heard of stationing a ship in Any one of our

ports for the purpose of preventing expeditions from
going abroad ? Sir, if a ship were stationed in the Ches¬
apeake Bay or in Iiamptoo Roads, within the limits of
the State which I hare the honor to represent here, for
the purpose of teaching her people their duty, I appre¬
hend they would be false to the reputation which they
have acquired from their fathers if they did not demand
that that ship should be removed; an J, if it were not

removed, they wdnld femo?e It themselves. What, «ir I
is the policy of this OoTernment to be to aUtlon ships in
our porta for the purpoae of preventing the people there
from violating the lava of the country and implicaunguawith foreign nationa 1 Never! For one I should be dia-
poaed to hold any Preaident to aocount who did it. 1
mean, of courae, aa a general policy, aa a general mea¬
sure of aafety. Doubtleaa, when the occasion arises,
when there ia a proper and substantial reason to believe
that such an expedition ia about to be fitted out, it la the
duty of the Preaident, if he believes it necessary, upon
his high responaibility, to use the forcea of the country
to prevent it; but I aay that the idea of keeping ships in
our porta, or any where upon our watera, leat such a mg
should occur, ia a policy new and unheard of.
Now, air, a few words in reference to thia particular

matter. The city of San Francisco has a population of
some aixty or eighty thousandinhabitants, as well armea,
and perhaps better armed, than any population that you
can find on any other part of your coast border, lj tna
population has neither the ability nor the meana ot pre¬
venting these expeditions from being fitted out, it will be
useless for the Federal Government to attempt it, unless
it amploya a large portion of the navy {ft that purpose.
IM against using the navy for any such purpoae as a
preventive measure. I am against its going out to the
country that thore ia any necessity for such a use Oi the
navy. And if the purpose of the resolution be to serve
as an admonition to the President, as the aense of the
Senate that the navy muat be so used, I, for one, mu.

Sir,^I am not personally informed as to the facts, but
I have no doubt, from what we see in the newspapers,
that the President has taken measures, and efhcient
measures, to prevent the recurrence of these transactions
without the use of armed ships stationed at the porta ot
California to prevent them. All 1 wish to do is to pro-
test against any such policy as that the navy is tc be en-
larged or is to be used for the purpose of preventing oui
own people from violating their own laws. |Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, the turn which this
debate has taken makes it a very important matter for
the country to understand really the grounds which give
origin to it. I did not understand the Senator from Cali¬
fornia to make any charge against the !ate'Administra¬
tion or the present Administration for a want of discharge jof duty. The question which ndw aiises is this : lias the
President of the United States sufficient moans of defence
subject to his government to meet all the incidents wnich
may occur in this large and extended country .

>
an army sufficient? Have we a navy sufficient Ihese
are the questions which naturally propound themselv a
on au occasion of this sort. Have we forgotten that, ,under the treaty with Mexico, we are bound to protect
the line of frontier between the United States and Mexico
from Indian depredations ?. Is it not now well understoo
that already claims against this Government arising out
of that treaty arnouut to something in the neighborhood
of $20,000,000? And will it be forgotten that the late
Administration called upon the Congress of the United jStates to give it the means of carrying out the tr?a*y>,tnd protecting the Mexicans and the Americans on either

(side of the line ? Were the means granted ? W ere the
two mounted regiments which were asked for by the late
President of the United States and his Secretary of «ar
allowed? No, sir; but the appropriations necessary to
carry out that request were denied; and denied by whom.
Not by the Executive, but by the Legislative department
of this Government; and if any deleterious consequences
have arisen the fault is here with us. '

Have we forgotten what transpired only twelve months
since, when the very idea suggested by my friend from
Virginia, the chairman of the Committee on toreign Re- jlations, a3 to the sufficiency of the citil power of the coun-
try to protect this Government and to put down all at-
tempts at filibustering, was brought forward ? Was it not.
then thought that the courts alone were to attend to these

,

matters? Then, I know, some members here regarded
the effort of the last Administration to stop the Cuban ex¬
pedition as a wrong interference, and it was said that t e
civil authority alone should interfere in these matters.
Now, sir, 1 did not understand the Senator from Cali¬

fornia as making any charge against ^Government on
any of these account^ All that he desires is to kno
whether the Government is in an attitude sufficient to pro-
tect its honor and to maintain its standing and its obli-
gations towards foreign nations ? I say it is not. Our
military force is not sufficient, and our army must be in-,

creased; not with the idea of having a standing army |
thrown upon the country for no necessary purpose, but,
for a far different reason. From the extension oi our ,
country, our seacoast, within the last four years, basbeen (doubled, and it requires a much larger force to protect
than was formerly required.

. . , . IThe divisions which have at previous times existed be- j
tween parties in thia country relative to a standing army
or a large navy cease to exist, because the present condi¬
tion of the army and navy does not come up to the requi¬
sitions of either of the great parties of the country. Pro¬
tection is the only object of this proposed increase, ihc
object is not to place an incubus upon the country 1>> a

overwhelming army for needless purposes or by a navj
to rot in your docks; not so. Our character as a nation
has grown; our importance as a nation has £.wn,
our dignity now can alone be maintained, with that re¬
spect due to it from foreign nations, by the power to en¬
force any obligation that may exist upon us as a nation
and any duty that may exist on the part ol the citizens
towards the Government.

. .Now, sir, what I wish to say is this: We. have gradu¬
ally cone on disappointing the hopes and expectations of
the various Administrations in this regard. President
Fillmore, foreseeing, like a judicious man* what was the
Towing condition of this country, and what would be its
necessities, called upon us years ago to increase the navy
and to increase the army, to give to the Executive Lepai t-
ments of the Government the power to enforce all the
duties which are required of them. Have you done it,
gentlemen ? Who cut down the appropriations for mili¬
tary purposes and for naval purposes during the last
vear? The reports of our proceedings in the Senate aud
in the House of Representatives will tell. Is.the failure
of the Representatives of the people to provide for these
things to be charged upon this Administration or upon
the late Administration? Certainly not.' The fault is
here, sir, not with the Executive.

I am no friend to a large standing army ; I have never
given a vote with that object in view ; but I am prepared,
as one of the members of the Committee on Military Ax-
fairs, to which I have belouged aince my first entry into
this body, to say that the military force of the country
should be increased. That committee has, from time to
time in accordance with the recommendations of the 1 re¬
sident of the United States, asked you to increase the
army. It was not done. They asked you to provide for
raising two mounted regiments to enforce your treaties,
and carry out honestly and honorably your obligations.
That was not done. Look at the extent ol frontier line
between us and Mexico, and then let the future tell this
country what millions will have to be paid, under that
treaty, by this Government to the Mexicans, on account
of our*failure to carry out its obligations. Then, when
we ask you for the power to do so, and it is not done, who
is to blame ? Do not charge it upon the President of the
United States, or upon the Executive Department of the
Government, but upon yourselves.the Representatives
of the people.who, for the purpose of keeping down the
appropriations, have voted against them to gratify the
people at home, who are unacquainted with these facts ,

and you have thus brought our present unfortunate con¬
dition upon us.

. -A word now in relation to the navy. I have voted for
every increase of the navy which has been presented
since I have been here, for it has been presenteTiu de¬
tail. The Committee on Naval Affairs, headed by my
honorable friend from California, has reported, for the
last three or four years, in favor of an enlargement of
the navy; and for what reason? To protect our sea-
ports, to protect our commerce, and to interdict these
fillibustering expeditions, which are so well calculated to
dishonor this Union abroad. Who failed to ca"7 out
these propositions which were thus presented The re-,prosentatives of the people.
Why, then, will anv man insinuate upon thia floor or

any where else that the late or the present President of
the United States and their various heads of Depart¬
ments have failed to do their duty ? i hey have umtorin-
ly, boldly, and strenuously recommended to us to uo what
they thought we ought to do: bHt we, in our wisdom,
turned a deaf ear to their suggestions, and pronouncedthat the people would not like to see our appropriations
so large. When we stopped the appropriations for a few
millions, by the simple striking out of a line, we open¬ed a llood-'gnte of claims against this country amounting
to three or four times the sum by which we diminis e>
the appropriations. When those claims shall be Pre3jn.Ted, if 1 shall be honored with a seat on this floor, I snau
attempt to give a historical sketch of the action o > '

Government in relation to these appropriations, fronjtime of the ratification of the treaty with .ew°o'
to the present day, to show who it has been *ka
to strengthen the arm of the Executive Depa ,order to carry out the obligations which were
under that treaty. -

Hovr, sir, a few words as to t-lie expedition ol wiiicn my
friend from California has been speaking. That is one of
the incidents belonging to a republican form of govern¬
ment. It is one of the incidents belonging to the peculiar
character of that section of the country, where the lands,
as the honorable Senator observes, are thrown open, and
we are asked to go in and protect the people by giving
them a better government than they now have. Men can
be found every where, not only in California, but in every
State of this Union, whose better feelings, not whose dis¬
position to rob and to steal, would prompt them to go and
take the control of the Government, in order to mitigate
the despotism inflicted upon those people, and give to
them a prosperity which they never had before. Because
they have gone there they are said to be censurable.
Uow' As gitiaets, I am not disposed to degrade them,
\

because %*hey were operated upon by high and magnani-
moufl feel B89- I " much opposed to fillibnsteriug as

any man u, non this floor: but * tell y°u. 8i*i that it will
arise, and k ' will continue to arise, until you skirt the
whole of you r P"ific coast with a naval power suffioient
to intercept of these expeditions; and are we not
bound to do it - A P**1 ao,i powerful nation like the
United States s. hould stand upon its honor, and discharge
every obligation due to other nations. We new oan do
it, sir, until both the great parties in this country concur
in giving strengtl i to the Executive arm of the Govern-
meat sufficient to carry out our treaty obligations.

Mr. GWIN. 11 -'»Te no desire to occupy the attention
of the Senate any i urther. All I have to say in reply to
the Senator from A rirginia is, that if this proclamation
means any thing, it means that the President of the Unit¬
ed States has powoi

' to execute it. If it is not n mere

paper proclamation, I '« intends to use that power which
the laws and the Cons dilution have placed in his hands
for its execution. And I undertake to say, without any
special authority on tht subject, that the President has
issued orders to the nav& 1 and military commanders on the
Pacific coast to do ever)

' thing which the Senator from
Virginia says it would bo & great outrage to authorize.

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to Interrupt
him for a moment ? Do 11 understand him to say that the
President of the United Sta tes, by virtue of any power
in himself, has authorized i "y portion of the army or

uavy to proceed in the execu tion of the laws at all, ex¬

cept as auxiliary to the civil power to execute the pro¬
cess of the courts ?

Mr. GWIN. I understand t. power of the President
of the United States to be, to at e that the laws are faith¬
fully executed, and the treaties mpde with foreign Gov¬
ernments enforced by the laws ! and therefore I think
that if, in his opinion, at any poi of the United States,
there is an expedition fitted out I y citizens of the United
States against the territory of a uother Government, in
violation of the treaties of the Ut 'ited States, he has the
right to stop that expedition until i 'Is ascertained by the

'-courts of the country whether it is illegal or not. That
is what I mean to say. I have no iU 'ubt such is the power
that has been conferred on the Pros ident. But how can

you stop until this investigation taket place in the courts?
I do not, however, want to enter upon that question now.

In regard to what the Senator from Pennsylvania saya
about there being no necessity for pass 'og the resolution,
I do not wish to continue the discussion » I did not intend
to provoke it; but when a pjroclamath ln of that U
issued against citizens of my State gettin. ? UP expeditions,
I wanted to state the acknowledged fact that there waa
an invitation, if I may so say, from th» ' people of the
country invaded to enter into such expeii 'tions; for they
have no Government, no prdtection, and thi 'citizens of the
United States, wherever they go, afford tl iat protection
which those people do not get from their nominal Gov¬
ernment. There was a great temptation ; to enter upon
the expedition, no doubt about it.

Mr. BADGER. I would very respectful!. v suggest to
the Senator from California that I doubt very much whe¬
ther we ought to adopt this resolution. I h °Pe» at all
events, the Senate will allow it to remain un tU another
day. It seems to me, sir, that the resolution, 80 ^r aa

any specific information is desired which the President
may be supposed to have at his command, is all ea<*y ai?"
swered. The Secretaries of War and of the Navy . their
annual reports, communicated with the Presiden t's mes¬
sage, have stated the disposition made of the milit '"7 and
naval forces of the United States. And I think, a& 1 10 the
question of opinion for which it is proposed to at the
President by the resolution, whether the naval fo; *ce of
the United States was sufficient to have prevented th ® act
being done, that it is one which we ought not proper '7 to

put to the President of the United States ; because,
as 1 am able to see, without any reasonable foundatioi 1

any facts known to us, it implies that he might have p re-

vented what he nevertheless has not prevented, and at ^s
him to answer the question whether he could have doi 18
better with the naval force than he actually has done.

Then, after we have got the correct information, it wil 1
be nothing but what we have now. It seems to me that
the Senator from California had no idea of presenting the
matter in that shape. It is slightly deficient in respect
towards the President, in asking him whether the forco
was sufficient to have enabled him to prevent the occur-^
rence of these transactions. We must take it for granted,
that it was not, or he would have prevented them. What
I mean is this: that if the President had anticipated this
event, and had a disposable naval force at his command,
he undoubtedly would have prevented it. To imply that
he would not, as the inquiry seems to do, or that he might
have been reluctant or negligent in doing it, is, in some

degree, casting an implied censure upon him for the
transaction. I know the Senator does not mean to do
that; and I very respectfully suggest that the resolution
had better not be adopted.

Mr. GWIN. The resolution was drawn up hastily; but
I had no intention of casting any reflection upon the Pre¬
sident of the United States by it. I simply wished to
show to the Senate and the country that there was no

force to be employed there to prevent the expedition. I
did not intend to censure any body. I only wanted the
facts properly presented to the country. I am willing to
let the resolution be passed over; and if there is any thing
to be corrected in it3 phraseology, I shall not be opposed
to its being done.

So the resolution was passed over.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The following gentlemen have been nppointed the se¬

lect committee on the part of the House to take into con¬
sideration the resolution proposing an amendment of the
Constitution in the mode of electing the President and
Vice President of the United States: Mr. Ewinq, of Ken¬
tucky; Mr. Mat, of Maryland ; Mr. Barksdalx, of Mis¬
sissippi ; Mr. Parker, of Indiana; Mr. Brooks, of South
Carolina: Mr. Hughes, of New York; Mr. Banks, of
Massachusetts; Mr. Kerr, of North Carolina; and Mr.
Willis Allex, of Illinois.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.INTERNAL IMPROVE¬
MENTS.NEW YORK POLITICS.

The Hcuee then went into Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union, (Mr. Our, of South Carolina, in
the chair.)
The committee resumed the consideration of the Presi¬

dent's annual message to Congress.
Mr. KEITT, after a few preliminary remarks, address¬

ed the Committee on that portion of the message which
relates to tonnage duties as a means of carrying on inter¬
nal improvements. lie contended that the laying of such
duties for such a purpose would be constitutional and ex¬

pedient. He argued its constitutionality, first, from
the words of the clause of the Constitution relating to
this subject; secondly, from the history of its formation;
and, thirdly, from its contemporaneous practical exposi¬
tion. He then urged its expediency on the grounds that
this system would secure economy both in the laying and
collecting of taxes; that it would ensure success in the
application of the fund: and that it would restore the
Government to its republican simplicity. In conclusion,
he eloquently appealed to all sections to support the
me?sure suggested by the President.

Mr. HOGIIES next obtained the floor, and went into a
discussion of the schism in the Democratic party of New
York, in which several other members participated. Dur¬
ing this discussion, in reply to a question by Mr. STAN¬
TON, of Kentucky

Mr. DEAN said that he understood the position oc¬

cupied by the "Softs" to be this: That they regard the
compromise of 1850 as a full and final settlement of the
slavery agitation, so far as Congress is concerned ; and
that the principles of that compromise are to be applied
to all new territory, whether it should be Nebraska, Cuba,
or Sonora.

Mr. GROW then made some remarks in vindication
of the course pursued by the Governor ami Judicial officer*
of Pennsylvania in regard to the Erie difficulties.

Mr. CUTTING, expressed a desire to reply to the
speech of Mr. IIuciiks. Before proceeding with his re¬

marks, however, he yielded to a motion that the commit¬
tee rise, which being agreed to.
The committee rose and the House adjourned.

Friday, January 20, 1354.
This being private bill day, the following Senate

bills on the Speaker's table were taken up, read twice,
and appropriately referred:
A bill confirming certain land claims in Louisiana i&

the Bastrop grant.
A bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon.
A bill for the relief of M. K. Warrington and C. St.

John Chubb, executors of Capt. Lewis Warrington and
others.
A bill to incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing Com¬

pany of Georgetown, D. C.
A bill for the relief of Moses Olmstead.
A bill for the relief of Ezra Williams.
A bill for the relief of John Fagan.
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Judith Worthen.
A bill to reimburse to the Common Council of New

York city expenditures made for the first regiment of
New York volunteers.
A bill for the relief of Rebecca Freeman.
A bill for the relief of Charles A. Kellett.
A bill fur the relief of James Dunning.
A bill for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co.
The bill granting the right of way to the St. Louis and

Iron Mountain Railroad through the arsenal, magitine,
and Jefferson Barracks tracts, was referred to the Com¬
mittee cn Military Affnirs.
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the House

then went into Committee of the Whole oa the state of
the Union, (Mr. Orr, of South Carolina, in the chair.)
and resumed the consideration of the President's annual
message to Congress.
And the discussion of New York politic! occupied the

remainder of the day.


